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November 2022

Marine Chemist Association Newsletter
The Marine Chemist Association held a Board of Directors (BOD) meeting on October 23 in
Chicago at the Hilton Chicago O’Hare Airport Hotel. This was preceded by the first in-person
sectional seminar in three years. Information on the seminar, board meeting and general
Marine Chemist activities follow.
At our first in-person sectional seminar in three years there were 3 Chemists, two board
members and two trainers in attendance along with NFPA representative Larry Russell.
Typically, attendance at sectional seminars averages 20 chemists. The Board attributed the low
turnout to the large number of chemists who attended the virtual meetings in the past and
who do not require an in-person seminar to fulfil their educational requirements. This trend is
expected to continue for a few more years until the five-year recertification cycle associated
with the virtual seminars ends. At the sectional seminar members in attendance commented
on the importance of face-to-face interactions that occur vs the virtual seminars. The seminar
had numerous questions and interactions that virtual seminars do not generate.
One strong indication of the importance of in-person interactions was a presentation on
Occurrences given by Larry Russell. Larry gave the presentation online with 34 individuals at
the spring 2022 seminar. The presentation generated minimal comments and questions. The
exact same presentation was given at the annual seminar due to a last-minute cancelation by a
presenter. The presentation generated so many comments and questions that it ran over its
allotted time slot and had to be cut short.
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Hilton Los Angeles Hotel Site of the 2023 Spring Sectional Seminar
Spring 2023 Sectional Seminar
In an effort to continuously improve the sectional seminars the BOD reviewed the
presentations at the Chicago sectional seminar. In general, the presentations were well
accepted and generated a significant amount of discussion on the theme of Safe for Limited
Hot Work. Some minor changes were made to improve the presentations for the spring
seminar.
A similar presentation will be given at the spring 2023 seminar in Los Angeles. The seminar will
occur on Saturday March 25th 2023 at the Hilton Los Angeles Airport Hotel. (5711 West
Century Blvd. Los Angeles, CA 90043). You can register for the seminar and book a room on
our website, www.marinechemistassociation.com . If you attended the fall 2022 seminar in
Chicago you will not be able to obtain additional educational credit for this seminar as the
topics will be the same.
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A Board of Directors (BOD) meeting will be held on March 26th following the seminar.
The topics for the spring sectional seminar will be.
1. Roll Call
2. Business overview/Occurrences if needed. L. Russell
3. Safe for Limited Hot Work.
a. History of the SSD and SFLHW designations. Larry
Russell
b. Cleaning for SFLHW. Brian Axelrad
c. Inspection Practices for SFLHW. Geoff Jenny
d. What should be on a SFLHW Certificate? Don Raffo
e. Certificate writing exercise SFLHW Don Raffo
f. Technological tools for the Marine Chemist to Aid in
Inspections. Austin Montanti.
g. Open Discussion for Chemists. Moderator Don Raffo
The seminar will be held in the Marina Room and the BOD meeting will be in the Catalina C
Room, both are on the second floor. Breakfast will be from 0700-0800 each day and the
seminar begins at 0800. The Chicago seminar ended about 1530 for planning purposes.
Cutoff date for the room block and seminar is March 3, 2023. No refunds are available after
this. The seminar fee will increase after this date due to associated costs for the hotel due to
late bookings.

The Francis Marion Hotel Lobby. Site of the 2023 Annual Seminar in Charleston, SC.
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Our 2023 Annual Seminar will be held at the Francis Marion Hotel in Charleston, SC. from July
10-12 with the BOD meeting being held on the 11th. Similar to last year we will have a local
chemist group helping with the site work. Josh Marshall 721 along with his group of chemists
at MET-Chem will be our local hosts. Initial meetings have already been initiated and Josh and
his group are excited about the seminar being held in Charleston.

Hank’s Seafood Restaurant, a popular Charleston restaurant
Charleston has many great and popular restaurants and is known as a food/restaurant
destination. If you are considering going to one of the popular restaurants in the city it is highly
recommended that you make a reservation early. Many of the popular restaurants can be
booked over a month ahead of time. Please plan accordingly. The Francis Marion Hotel has
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provided a list of a few of the local restaurants which can be found at the end of the
newsletter. This is just a small list as there are too many to list.

The Francis Marion Hotel, Charleston, SC.
Last year, to encourage chemists to attend the seminar an incentive program was initiated.
With the large number of chemists attending the virtual seminars it is difficult to judge the
number of members who will attend an in-person seminar, however the turnout at San
Antonio returned to average and the Board believes this was due to the incentive program.
Discussions with the Marine Gas Hazard Control Program/Fund indicated that the incentive
will be available in Charleston to encourage attendance. The requirements for the incentive
follow.
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Seminar Incentive Program Requirements
•
•

The seminar fee ($400) will be reimbursed/refunded by the MCA. However,
you must initially register and pay the seminar fee.
Up to $600 towards room fees will be reimbursed/refunded by the MGHCP
through the MCA.
o Stipulations are as follows.
o You must be a certified Marine Chemist and attend the entire
seminar and obtain credit for attending. Note: The 90% attendance
waiver will not apply to be eligible for the incentive payment. You
must attend the entire seminar to obtain the incentive payment.
o You must stay at the seminar hotel under the MCA room block and
your room expenses must be at least $600. (You can be reimbursed
a lesser amount of up to $200.00/day for the room only).
o You will be required to pay the fees up front and then fill out an
expense voucher with seminar and hotel receipts to be refunded. At
the conclusion of the seminar and when credit for attending is
obtained, your receipt for the seminar fee and the hotel will be
submitted for up to $1000.00 in reimbursement. Please email copies
of the documents to dvraff@comcast.net and a check will be sent
out.
o If you sign up late and are not able to get into the MCA room block
you must stay at the same hotel (Francis Marion Hotel) to obtain a
refund. Stays at other properties will not be reimbursed for the hotel
portion.
o You must make your own arrangements.

You can currently reserve your room at the Francis Marion. There is a link on our website to
make reservations. https://marinechemistassociation.com/events/annual-seminar-2023/
You can also make reservations as follows:
Each guest can make their own reservations by calling (843) 722-0600 or 1(877) 756-2121
by Thursday, June 8, 2023. You must identify yourself as a member of the Marine Chemist
Association. All reservations must be guaranteed and accompanied by a first night room
deposit or guaranteed with a major credit card.
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The cutoff date for room reservations is Thursday June 8, 2023. After this you will not get the
MCA room block rate. If you are considering coming, please make a reservation as we
frequently sell out our room block. The MCA has reserved 163 room nights which is our typical
number. Please remember that other groups associated with the MCA will also be using the
room block so early reservations are suggested. If you cannot get into the room block and are
making reservations prior to June 8 please call or email Don Raffo as I can frequently get you
into the room block by calling our contact at the hotel. Cutoff date is for both the seminar and
the room block is June 8th. No refunds can be provided after this date for the seminar. Also,
after this date there will be a late registration fee increase, as you will still be able to attend
but at an increased cost.

Charleston’s Famous Rainbow Row
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The following shows the current schedule of seminars.

Current
March

Annual
October

2020
Atlantic (Canceled)

Pacific (Canceled)
Gulf/Inland
(Canceled)

2021
Pacific (Virtual)
Gulf/Inland
(Virtual)
Atlantic (Virtual)

2022
Virtual

2023
LA. CA

In Person
Charleston,
San Antonio
SC.
In Person
TBD
Chicago

NFPA 306
The second draft meeting was held on October 19, 2022 and 38 public comments were
reviewed. Several second revisions were made by the Committee. Voting on the second
revisions will be completed by the end of the year and the new document should be ready by
June 2023.
The BOD supported a reformatting of 306 in accordance with Public Input on submissions 34,
41 and 45. The reformatting did not make it into this round of 306 but the BOD set up a
committee to submit the reformatting to the 306 committee. This will be commenced once
the latest revision of NFPA 306 is complete.
At the annual seminar a presentation on the changes to NFPA 306 will be presented. The BOD
has invited the MCQB to attend and listen to the presentation. They will not respond to any
questions if they attend.
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An overview of the important dates follows.

View from the Dewberry Hotel Rooftop Bar (Citrus Club)
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NFPA Report
The NFPA Secretary, Eliana Paniagua is currently on maternity leave until January and Larry has
taken over her duties until she returns. All recertifications for the year are mostly complete.
Five applications for new trainees are in process. There are 95 current certified chemists.
The certification of James Bishop, CMC 639, expired on September 1, 2022. Les Blaize, CMC
586, certificate expired on November 1, 2022. Neither member sought recertification.
Marine chemist Max Chou, CMC 733, has relocated to Hawaii.
MCQB Welcomes the Newest Marine Chemist
The Marine Chemist Qualification Board is pleased to announce that Ross Paul Mayet has met
the qualifications established by the National Fire Protection Association to discharge the
duties of a Marine Chemist. Ross has been awarded NFPA Certificated Marine Chemist,
Qualification Certificate Number, 743. Ross will be working with Marine Chemist Jack
Rebstock, CMC 702, in Larose, LA.

Left to Right: MCQB Member, Joshua Marshall, CMC 721; Mr. Ross Mayet, CMC 743;
MCQB Chairman, Terry Guidry.
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Your current BOD is as follows;
b. Executive Committee (BOD)
i. Philip Giles, Chairman, Term expires 7/24
ii. Michael Schmidt, Past Chairman, Term expires 7/24
iii. Geoffery Jenny, Past Chairman, Term expires 7/24
iv. Donald Raffo, Secretary/Treasurer
c. Board of Directors (BOD)
i. Brent Campbell, Atlantic, Term expires 7/24
ii. Austin Montanti, Atlantic, Term expires 7/23
iii. Lucas Kuebler, Pacific, Term expires 7/24
iv. Bryan Berna, Pacific, Term expires 7/23
v. Brian Axelrad, Gulf, Term expires 7/24
vi. Toby Turcotte, Gulf, Term expires 7/23
d. Future Sectional Alternate Directors
i. Pacific alternate Jeff Hanson, term starts 7/24
ii. Atlantic alternate Robert Albert, term starts 7/24
iii. Gulf/Inland alternate Gary Snell, term starts 7/24
MGHCP Report
Several chemists are behind in their monthly reporting. A notice has been placed in the forum
reminding chemists to send in the monthly report promptly. Decisions on status of the
certificate surcharge is based on this information.
Ethics
Past chair Michael Schmidt (Ethics Committee Chair) reported that there are no ethics issues
before the board.
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The Sun Rises Behind Charleston’s Historic Marketplace.
Website
The MCA website (www.marinechemistassociation.com) has undergone a complete
overhaul. To access the website, you must log in again with your password. Once that is
done you will be automatically logged in after that. If you have problems logging in, please
contact the webmaster at support@marinechemistassociation.com.
One of the more user-friendly changes is the ability for more control over your account,
information, and membership. You now can change your personal information on the
website and no longer need to contact me or the web person. It can be accomplished by
going to the My Dashboard section (located in the upper right of the home page) and
making the changes. It will then appear on the site.
The forum is now the primary way for communication with members. Information for
chemists is posted on the website. Failure to sign up for the Forum indicates consent to not
receive meeting notifications.
There is also a forum section which only chemists may view. It is an area where news and
technical discussions may be posted. If you are registered, you will get a text message
and/or email whenever there is new information. Information on seminars, newsletters,
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events or general information also can be found on the site. If you have not registered you
must enter the site to obtain the latest news and posts. We encourage all chemists to join
the forum and obtain notifications
MCA Committee Appointments
The following individuals represent the MCA on various committees. This is for general
information.
Control of Gas Hazards - NFPA 306. (Appointed Positions by BOD)
Greg Grondin, principal, Jim Bruff alternate
John Bell, principal, John Edgar, alternate
Hot Work Operations – NFPA 51B. (Appointed Positions by BOD)
Greg Grondin principal
Robbie Walker, alternate
Tank Leakage and Repair Safeguards - NFPA 326 & NFPA 329. (Appointed Positions by BOD)
Brian Axelrad, principal
Vince Pempeit, alternate
NFPA 350 Guide for Safe Work in Industry Confined Spaces (Appointed Positions by BOD)
Robbie Walker, principal
Vince Pempeit, alternate
MCQB (Voted in by membership)
John Ward, principal
Brian Axelrad, alternate
Marine Field Service Advisory Committee (Appointed Positions by BOD)
Donald Raffo
Chairman elect (changes but currently Geoff Jenny)
SSRAC (Volunteers)
John Ward, principal
Robbie Walker, alternate
MACOSH (Appointed by BOD)
Amy Liu
Code of Conduct for Meetings - During any official MCA meeting there should be no discussion
of personal matters, private disputes, or business pricing. Discussion should be limited to
technical matters and the business of running the MCA.
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Facebook Page - For those of you who are on Facebook, visit Friends of Marine Chemist
Association. It is a closed group and only chemists, spouses and friends may view and post on
the page. If you’d like to access the page, send a friend request to the group. We encourage all
to post information, photos, comments or anything else related to our profession, seminars,
and events. Please check it out. It proved very popular when posting information about our
annual seminar. Please consider sharing some on-the-job photos with the group.
If you have any comments, thoughts or ideas please submit them to me and I will present
them to the BOD. Be safe all.
Respectfully submitted,
Don Raffo
Secretary/Treasurer MCA
Any opinions, policies or statements expressed in this newsletter are the personal opinion of
the author and do not necessarily represent the official position or policy of the MCA.

SOME CHARLESTON RESTARUANTS
White Tablecloth
*Halls Chophouse
434 King St, Charleston, SC 29403
(843) 727-0090
Mon-Thur: 4pm-11pm
Fri: 4pm-12pm
Sat:11am- 12pm
Sun 10am-11pm
*Peninsula Grill
112 N Market St, Charleston, SC 29401
(843) 723-0700
Sun-Thurs 5:30pm-10pm
*Melfi’s
721 King St, Charleston, SC 29403
(843) 513-0307
Mon-sun 5pm-10pm
*Le Farfalle
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15 Beaufain St, Charleston, SC 29401
(843) 212-0920
Closed on Wednesday
Mon-Sun 5pm-10pm
*Indaco
526 King St, Charleston, SC 29403
(843) 727-1228
Monday- Sunday: 5pm-10pm
*5 Church
32B N Market St, Charleston, SC 29401
(843) 937-8666
*Circa 1886 (843) 853-7828
149 Wentworth St, Charleston, SC 29401
Mon-Sat 5pm-9pm
*Oak Steakhouse – (843) 722-4220
17 Broad Street (D)
Steaks and seafood dishes in historical setting
Monday: Closed
Tue-Thurs: 4pm-10pm
Fri-Sat:5pm-11pm
Sun:4pm-10pm
Casual
Little Jacks taverns (843) 531-6868
710 King Street
Open daily 12-10pm
Xiao Bao Biscuit
224 Rutledge Ave, Charleston, SC 29403
Monday- Saturday:11am-10pm
Sunday: closed
The Watch Rooftop Kitchen & Spirits
(843) 518-5115
Mon-Thurs 8am-11pm
Friday & Sat 8am-12am
Sun 8am-10pm
Vendue Rooftop – (843) 577-7970
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Vendue Range
Sun-Thurs 11:30am-10pm, Fri-Sat 11:30am-11pm
Tobin’s Market – (843) 793-4130
197 Jackson Street
Mon-Sat 11am-11pm
Sunday 12pm-11pm
Barsa – (843) 577-5393
630 King Street
Mon-Tues: closed, Wed-Thur3pm-9pm Sat 12-10pm,
Sun 12-9pm
The Rarebit – (843) 974-5483
474 King Street (B, L, D Tues – Sun)
Full menu until 10pm; Breakfast until 2am

John King (843) 965-5252
428 King St, Charleston, SC 29403
Monday-Sunday 11am-12am
King Street Dispensary (843) 737-4284
559 King St, Charleston, SC 29403
Mon-Sun 3pm-1:30am
Uptown social (843) 793-1837
587 King St, Charleston, SC 29403
Mon-Thurs 12pm-2am
Fri-Sun: 9am-2am
Swamp Fox –843-724-8888
Weekday
Breakfast 7:00am – 11:00am
Lunch 11:30am – 3:00pm
Dinner 5:00pm – 10:00pm
Weekend
Breakfast 7:00am – 11:00pm
Lunch 12:00pm – 3:00pm
Dinner 5:00pm – 10:00pm
The Swamp Fox Bar
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Breakfast/Coffee Shops
Toast of Charleston– (843) 534-0043
155 Meeting Street
Mon-Sun 6am-9pm
60 bull Cafe (843) 718-3145
60 Bull St,
Charleston, SC 29401
Tues-Fri am-9pm Sat-Sun 9am-3pm
Big Bad Breakfast (843) 459-1800
456 Meeting St, Charleston, SC 29403
Mon-Sun 7am-2:30pm

Caviar And Bananas(843) 577-7757
51 George Street
Mon-Fri 7am-3pm, Sat-Sun 8am-3pm
Kudu coffee (843) 853-7186
4 Vanderhorst St, Charleston, SC 29403
Mon-Fri 6:45am-9pm Sat-Sun: 7am-8pm
Triceratop (843) 297-8685
41 George St, Charleston, SC 29401
Mon-Sat 6:30am-7pm Sun: 7:30am-5pm
Mercantile and Mash
701 E Bay St, Charleston, SC 29403
(843) 793-2636
Mon-Sun 7am-4pm Sat-Sun: 8am-4pm
Millers All Day (843) 501-7342
120 King St, Charleston, SC 29401
Mon-Fri: 8am-3pm Sat-Sun 8am-4pm
Harbinger (843) 637-3410
1107 King St, Charleston, SC 29403
Mon-Fri: 7am- 3pm Sat:8am-3pm Sun:8am-1pm
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Virginias (843) 735-5800
412 King Street, Charleston, SC 29403
Mon-Wed:8am-3pm Thus-Sun:8am-8:30pm
The Daily (843) 619-0151
652 B King St, Charleston, SC 29403
Mon-Sun 7am-3pm
Seafood
*The Darling Oyster– (843) 641-0821
513 King Street
Mon-Thurs 4-10pm, Fri-Sat 4-11pm, Sun 11am2pm/4pm-10pm

*Delaneys Oyster house
115 Calhoun St, Charleston, SC 29401
(843) 594-0099
Tues- Thurs: 4:30pm- 9:30pm
Fri-Sat: 4:30pm- 11pm
Sunday:11am-12pm
Rappahannock Oyster House
(843) 576-4693
701 E Bay St No. 110, Charleston, SC 29403
Wed-Sun:11-8:30 Mon-Tues: Closed
*Amen Street – (843) 853-8600
205 East Bay Street
Fri-Sat: 11:30-11pm Sun-Thurs:11:30pm-10pm
Coast Bar and Grill (843) 722-8838
39 John Street
Sun-Thurs 5-9:30pm
Friday & Sat 5-10pm
*Stella’s (843) 400-0026
114 St Philip St Suite A, Charleston, SC 29403
Mon-Thurs:4pm-9pm, Fri-Sat:4pm-10pm
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*Hanks Seafood– (843) 723-3474
10 Hayne Street
Sun-Thurs 5-9:30pm, Fri-Sat 5-10pm
*Tempest– (843) 996-4966
32 N Market Street Suite C
Mon-Thurs1pm-10pm Fri:1pm – 2am
* O-KU – (843) 737-0112
463 King Street (D –Daily)
Sun-Thurs:5am-10pm Fri-Sat 5-11
Family Friendly
*Fleet Landing (843) 722-8100
186 Concord St, Charleston, SC 29401
Mon-Sun11am-10pm
Taco Boy (843) 789-3333
217 Huger St, Charleston, SC 29403
Mon-Sun 10am-11pm
Sun-Thur:11am-10pm Fri-Sat 11am-11pm
HomeTeamBBQ (843) 225-7427
126 Williman St, Charleston, SC 2940
Mon-Sun 11am-12am
Locals (843) 388-5114
1150 Queensborough Blvd Suite B, Mt Pleasant, SC
29464
Mon-Sun 11am-11pm
39 Rue de Jean
39 John St, Charleston, SC 29403
(843) 722-8881
Mon: closed Tue-Thur:4pm -10pm Friday-Sun 11am10pm
Saltwater Cowboys (843) 856-0700
130 Mill St, Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
Mon-Sun 11am-12am
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Lewis’ BBQ – (843) 805-9500
464 N. Nassau Street
Sun-Mon 11am-9pm
Tues-Sat 11am-10pm
Carmellas (843) 722-5893
198 E Bay St #100, Charleston, SC 29401
Sunday-Monday Mon-Wed:11am-12am
Thurs-Sun 11am-1am
*Pages Okra (843) 881-3333
302 Coleman Blvd, Mt Pleasant, SC 29464
Mon-Sun 7am-9pm Sat:8am-9pm Sun 8am-3pm
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